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Brethren of Toronto East District: 

What a busy month!! The eight Official Visits were well-supported and I thank everyone who attended, especially 

our last one at Markham Union.  Imagine, some 90 Masons meeting in Claremont for a 6:00pm Banquet with 

more attending the Lodge meeting creating an overflow.  What a great deal of support for the WM and his Lodge! 

 

We had another stellar turnout of Masons and their families at the District Divine Service where we occupied half 

of the church!  I extend my sincere thanks to our District Chaplain, V.W. Bro. Joe Das, for organizing this 

service.  Thank you also to our DGM, R.W. Bro. Donald A. Campbell, for driving in from London to be with 

your brethren of Toronto East District. This service underlined a Mason’s belief in a Supreme Being and allowed 

us to share that belief and time of fellowship with the community.  I thank all who attended. 

 

Lodge meetings, a DeMolay chicken supper, a Rainbow Girls PJ Meeting/ Party and the Grand Master’s 

Reception for the five Toronto and York Districts rounded out some of the other activities we had.  I thank all 

who continue to keep the spirit and support of Masonry alive and well in this District. 

 

Please continue to support as many Masonic events as you can, as you would want your own events supported.  

Details of our many May happenings are available elsewhere, but of note I remind you of the following: 

• Installations at The Beaches (May 2
nd
) and Friendship (May 8) Lodges 

• Rusty Mason’s Breakfast (May 4
th
) at Markham Union Lodge in Claremont (for all Masons!!) 

• Habitat for Humanity build (May 4
th
) and Annual Walk for MS (May 5

th
) 

• Toronto Doors Open and MasoniChIP events at Chisholm (May 25 and 26) 

• District Spring Business Meeting (May 31
st
) at Doric Masonic Hall 

• Toronto East District Gala and Ladies’ Night with special Guest Speaker (June 1
st
)… 

 

This month we celebrate Mother’s Day and say “thank you” to that special person in our lives who provided love, 

guidance and support for us in our early and, perhaps, not-so-early years.  Let us also remember the ladies in our 

lives who provide that loving care for our children and who also help us on our Masonic paths as well.  May 

health and happiness be granted to them all!! 

 

Donations can still be made to the District Charity-the SickKids Foundation- either to the District Secretary or 

directly to the Masonic Foundation of Ontario (Project 2515 [not the number I gave in error last month]). 

 

Finally, let me leave you with a reminder provided by M.W. Bro. Raymond S.J. Daniels in Newmarket this week.  

He explained to the candidate that we Masons are obligated in three ways: 

• Ritually -when we take our Obligation at the altar;  

• Legally  -when we sign our name on the Lodge Register; and 

• Philosophically -for the rest of our lives as we live and act according to the precepts and principles we     

                            vowed to obey in our Obligation. 

 

In this light, how many of us remember our sacred obligation, given of our own free will and accord, to abide by 

the precepts and principles of our Order?  I don’t believe “Freemasonry” is something that we can “turn on and 

turn off” as we put on our aprons; it is something that defines who we are and how we act.  Consider that again as 

you listen next time you attend your Lodge.  As a Mason, you’ve made some solemn vows…how are you doing? 

 

May the G.A.O.T.U. keep you safe always and help us all to remain true to our obligations. 

 

Freemasonry in action…deeds speak!! 
Sincerely and fraternally, 

Bruce N. Palanik,   

District Deputy Grand Master, Toronto East District  


